Michael Oliver and his 1942 Rolls Royce Merlin aero engine
which was built at the Ford factory at Trafford Park. The engine
was retrieved from a Lancaster bomber




My other cars a
Porsche, a Bentley,
a Bugattivs

Meet a Knutsford businessman whose collection of
boys' toys probably makes him the most envied
man in the county
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t first glance, millionaire Brown and gained record-breaking
entrepreneur Michael marks in his examinations for
Oliver's career seems as mechanical and product engineering that
exquisitely engineered as put him in the top 100 in the country.
the iconic classic cars and I stayed with David Brown as a

aero-engines in his priceless collection.design engineer,' recalled Michael from

However this Hale born and bred his office at Oliver Valves in Knutsford.
businessman and gifted engineer has "I loved my job.'
had an eventful life based on hard work, And Michael's employers loved their
innovation and enterprise. Today he is young engineer's talent for innovation

chairman of three family-owned as illustrated by his design for the
companies with offices on three world's first hydraulic driven gear-
continents and is featured in the shaving machine.

Sunday Times “Rich List' in which he However, when Michael felt it was

made his debut last year. Mr Oliver hastime to seek out new opportunities he

six valve factories that now dominate a moved to 1960s America. There he

Knutsford industrial estate. designed a new gear rolling machine for
When Michael left school at age 15, the Ford Motor Company and a

he didn't have a single qualification to pneumatic conveyor system for

his name and found himself earning hisremoving sugar from box cars and into

keep as a junior in an advertising silos. It is still in use today.

agency. That job didn't last long as During his time in the USA, Michael

Michael couldn' resist the lure of his  got a valuable insight into the business

first love + engineering. side of engineering and discovered that
He served an apprenticeship with in addition to his engineering prowess,

legendary engineering company David he was a talented salesmayy.
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His priceless collection of cars includes a 1929 Batley Speed 6, a McClaren
SLR, a 1905 Leon Bollee, a 1955 MG TF 1500%

Michael Oliver with a Phantom 2 door coupe (left) a 1929 Bentley Six (centre) and a Phantom 4 door (rght)

Suddenly his stay in America becameto a small machine-shop in Altrincham. But the overriding passion in
untenable when he received his draft His first order went to Norway and  Michael's life is his love of good
papers for service in the US Army in  he was soon organizing consignments engineering if the look of pride and
Vietnam. So Michael packed up and  for British Gas, BP, Shell, Exxon and  ecstasy on his face when he shows
headed home where he took up new Chevron. The demand for his new valvevisitors his beloved vehicle collection is
positions with engineering companies was so great he soon opened his first anything to go by.

including European Manufacturing factory on the Parkgate Industrial His priceless collection of cars
Manager with one and MD with three Estate in Knutsford. includes a 1929 Bentley Speed 6, a
other engineering companies. "The rest is history,’ said Michael. "I McClaren SLR, a 1905 Leon Bollee, a

By the late 1970s this hands-on simply employed people who were mord 955 MG TF 1500, two new Rolls
engineer had grown and developed intcable than myself and locked into the  Royce Phantoms, four modern
an astute businessman and was ready fhilosophy that “cash is king'. | also Bentleys, a Porsche, an Aston Martin
launch his own business enterprise. Heinsisted on a can-do attitude across theVantage and a Bugatti Veyron the

had a wife, Ann, who sadly died of people in our organisation. world©s fastest car.
cancer, two children + but no money. “We now have three companies “They have all been beautifully
‘It was 1979 and | was 42, operating six factories here in Knutsfordengineered and put together and that is

remembered Michael. ‘Although | had which employ some 250 people and wesomething | recognize and appreciate,’
no money | did have a one car garage axport to 50 countries around the worldsaid Michael as he moved onto admire

my home in Hale and | had with turnover approaching £50 million some of the painstakingly restored aero-

determination so | founded Oliver + 80 per cent of it overseas.' engines he collects including one from a

Valves.' Despite his commitment to his legendary Lancaster bomber and two
His first product was a high pressure business + he keeps in touch with his from Spitfires.

needle valve which would fill a office on a daily basis wherever he is in But then what else would you

considerable gap that he knew existed the world + Michael is a devoted family expect from an engineer whose own

in the oil and gas industry. He man. Now married to Jennifer, his son hugely successful business runs with

developed his products in his garage Mark is the Deputy Chairman and his the grace and efficiency of a well-oiled
and then sent them on for manufacture daughter Lynn the Company Secretary. machine?n
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