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ﬁ By Chris Barry - Editar. Motk West

North l/]fest BUSINESSES and individualz making a difference to the
livez of people outzide their arganizations will be

recognized in TheBusinessDezk.com's Morth wWest

]
B Buziness bdasters awards.
USlneSS The five contenders far the Morth West Pride award, which

recoghnized the zost meaningful philanthropic initiative by
a buzineszs, organization or leader, are:
aS erSED:”' Booths - The family-owned Maorth West supermarket
group, which has growwn
frorm a tea thopin
THEBUSINESSDESK. Blackpoal in 1847 into a
27-ztrong chain, has
ethics and community
involverment in itz ORA. The Preston-bazed company, led by chairman Edwin Booth, a
member of the fifth generation to run the buzinesz, hasz led the way in recognizing and
zeeking to tackle itz own greenhouze emizzions.
Supparting Morth West producers and suppliers iz also an integral part of Booth's
offering - at least 26% of all products in itz stores arelocally-zourced, including 85% of
rmeat. In Februare Booths zigned up to support The Frince’s Countrezide Fund - a
unigue collaboration of food buzinesses working together to zecure a sustainable
future for Britizh agriculture and the wider rural econormy.

The cormpany iz alzo zponszoring the Harrns Charity Young bMuzicians of the Guild
Caompetition 2012,




Bruntwood - Another prominent Morth West family

buzinezs, Bruntwood, led by chairman kicheal

Qglezby and hiz san Chriz, iz a majaor regional propery company bazed in
hdancheszter. Giving to chairity and involvement with community good causes are
fundamental to Bruntwood's ethos. Evers wvear the company donates mare than
£800.000 to worthwhile causes inthe Morth West, Yorkzhire and the West Midlands,
wehile staff devote more than 500 hours a year to artz, not-for-profit or public zector
bodies. Bevond Bruntwood, the Oglesby Famil's Chartable Trust awards almost
£700.000 each vearto maore than B0 charitiez. The Oglezbyz and Bruntwood are
cutrently veavily invalved in OnSide a Marth West charit, building new, warld-clazs,
towen and city centre facilities for yvoung people. Bruntwood's commitiment to the arts
hasz zeen it support the bManchester International Feztival zince launch while this vear it
iz gponzoring the Artz & Business Morth West awards.

MCC Group - Rob Caotton iz chief executive of the listed IT security company. Lastwear
pAr Cottan led a high profile team of Morh West
buzinezs people an an arduouwsz charity fund-raizer for
the MSPCC's Hear aur Cre Appeal. Detving the volcanic
azh cloud - which disrupted the team's travel plans - br Cottorn and hiz colleagies ran
10, 10km races in 10 countries in just five davs. The epic run, which began in
kdanchester atthe Great Manchester Bun, raized £125,000, taking the total raized by
kdanchester-bazed NCC Group to £250,000. Mever one to rest on his laurels, Mr
Cottan iz leading a group of buziness leaders on a ovcle ride from Paris to Mozcow - a
digtance of zome 1,500 miles and iz aleo arganizing a fundraizing ball for breat and
poztate cancer charities, with a target of raizing a further £250,000.

Oliver Valves - Mlchael Oliver heads the Chezhire-bazed valve manufacturing
cormpaty which bearg hiz name. The company supports a wide range of charities and
cauzes, cloze to home and overseas. br Oliver's support iz centred around three key
areasz -the armed forces, helping needy children and voung people and encouraging
a news generation of engineers. Among the many charities he helps are Roval Britizh
Legion, Combat Stress and the Eazt Cheshire Armyw Benevolent Fund . He is a major
gupponrer of the MNSPCC and the bMancheseter and Salford-baszed charity Wood Street
kdizzion. Further afield he funds a burzary in Kenya for bright but impoverished
children. Az an engineer, with a burning pazsion for Britizh industre, bAr Qliver - Deputy
Lieutenant for Chezhire zinc elast October - iz funding an apprenitce scheme far local
teenagers which will 2ee them giuded through an MY0 course.

Opal Foundation - StuartWall iz the founder of the Manchester-baszed student
accammadation pravider Opal Property. and alzo
chairz the Opal Foundarion - a charity devoted to
improving the the lives of children, in bath itz home city
and alzo in Africa. The Foundation has provided maore
than £500,000 to various intiatives and charities in the
last few vears - including Mancat, Cedar Mount gchool and the Manchester Children's
Hoszpital. Since lastwvear The Foundation has widened its rernit and ig now no longer
entirely dependant an the Opal Propery Group, and now includes the work of the Opal
Foundation gtaff, custormers and pamners. One succezsful recent initiative led by the
Fundation wasz to raize £25,000 to provide zafe water ta 5,000 people in South Ormao,
Ethiopia ane of the poorest regionz of the warld and iz now looking to raize £30.000
for a zanitation project in an Addis Ababa zlum.

Click here to cast your vote_ “Winners of will be announced at a high profile
awardz lunch at The Paoint at Lancazhire County Cricket Club an &pril 7.

[twas nice to see the name proposed under the category "Pride” . | have been a proud member of kr Oliver's
extended family and can sav with certainty that hiz Comparny haz made a difference to me . Hiz Company has
helped me to continue to work and support rmy family - which had a zetback.a decade ago . in the form of a
dizability ta my zon - with all the pride | heeded | shall always remain proud ta zport "Oliver” an my zleeve.
Shazhidhar Kulkarni



