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DIBNAH ENGINE SELLS FOR DOUBLE
LOWER ESTIMATE

[T 1S a widely accepted [ait that the sale
of 2 well-knewn engine causes quite a Stir
r]l'ﬂi.!'l'lf_: [JFE‘SE"J’\.’BT]!‘.\I’! anthusiasts bi It naver
before have | known an engine to create
as much Interest, speculation and emotion
as the sale of the late Fred Dibnah's KND
Aveling convertable No. 7838

Upen inspection on viewing day it
became apparent why Fred had been in
no hurry to lag the boiler, as it 1s claimed
lie was proud of kis riveting, 1f this was
the case then rightly so! The engine is
a tribute to Fred's attention to detail, It
was last used to'pull his coffin through
his beloved Balton at his funeral an 16th
November 2004

==

This Richand Garrett & Sons saw beach
soun founda new home.

This Seratch built 9 inch Mann compaund
steam lorry Talbed to attract & buyer when
the harnmer fell a1 £32,000,

Thisunigue 1917 Samson 6-12 soon fourd
o buyer 3t 3 record price fora Samson sold
i the UK Cheffinedlso sold a Saméon
10-25 for £13,200 1 1994,
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Theengine was being offered for sale
omvinstructions from the beneficiaries and
executors of the estate of Fred Dibnah MBE
(Dec'd) and although not in steam, was
offered with a current hydraulic test due for
renewal on 15th April 201 1. The last boiler
certificate had expired in August 2003

Priar 1o the auctlon, Cheffing
auctioneer, Blll King, made comment
“This is the smaller of the three s
the stars of the show will undoubre
the Dibnah engine and the unigue Wilder "

The latter; a FowlerWilder Ploughing
Enegine, was the first to be offered on sale
day. Orlginally Fowler single cylinder
Na: 1102 of 1869, she was borm of a de
to build a pair of engines by R| & H wilder
of Wallingford In 1926, possibly
local builders Allens of Oxford who hacd
bean building engines based on the Fowler
design for some while. Using 1109 as 4
starting point. she was constructerd with a
new 200psi boiler, smokebox and chimney
The new cylinder block was of 12 inch bore

Sire

RIGHT - Vendor Jame
onthe footplateof Fo
110971 William.

The impressive might of the Fowler/
Wilder Ploughing Engine 1109/1.

and stroke. Unfartunataly, Wilders only built
the one engine and upon campletion she
worked in the Oxfordshire area, paired with
a Fowler, unitil |948. She was purchased for
preservation in the 1960s by a consortium
of lack Warton, Arthur Napper, Bill Tame,
Erie Filmore, Jobn Hirons and Toany
Stockwell, each paying £25!

In 1979 she was purchased by the
Hodgeson family who embarked onalong
and thoroueh restoration, which included
a new boiler by Colin Waite of Beistol, in
time teattend the 1996 Fowler Special at
the Grear Dorset Steain Fair. | asked lames
Hodgeson why she was now for sale, and
he told me that they've enjoved Willian for
14 years and, having recently purchased
the Fowler BBI 15207 to palr with 15206,
it Is now time to concentrate on ‘giving the
two BB1s theattention they deserved,

With a very slow start, Bill King took 4
maiden bid of £60k rising slowly 1o £72k
where Bill declared, *Sorry but we can't
de that, but we are not too far away"




ABOVE - Detall of 7838 from the footplate

Hardly room to breathe as the late Fred Dibnah's Aveling & Porter
No, 7838 passes the £200,000 mark.
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HISTORY OF AVELING & PORTER NO. 7838 tatement rantTue Dionahfanily
the best kniown engine In e coditty, 7838, described in the build @ ”““FRTE";%SP dated 3{)1']1_!111'16 2015
> dhp Moter Tractor and Roller combl lespatchad Fram the Ditinah family made the (oliowing
the Rochester worksin December 1912 to West Sussex County Council, e ..mr:rlt- 5 _
an was originally litte tier. Three other engines also were Thigrehias h‘-’ﬂf_‘ miich plblic __
imeand il Is believed they were ldentical, speculation regarding the recently

all Toup i . advertised sale by auction of the late Fred
commandeered by the War 1 County E.):hnah.lg AVFIng & Orter ieam i:ra-.—tt:r_ .
S = . cpyrnirer Tl : Fred left the bulk of his estatetobe divided
Counicil [or use as-a road roller, becoming i ) I ; A - :
: benween hisfive chilldean, layne, Lowma.

Cutaline, lack and Roper The tractor, and
Gl other items, were specificilly ol ftodd
1o his gens, [ack and Reger.

“The settling af the estale's slfaie has
been an extremely protacted process
anciunfortunately, formany reasars,
iLs financial expectations lave not besn
realisead, THe executor, and the five childmn
a5 /e bensficia iss, have therefore had to

ked wheels. (n 1916 the Aveling was

been lald up and was purchase id aifter
Fred purchased the engine from Feter in 1979 and

her avera period of around 27 years. Fred chose to

iy Peter |

cror form,
many rnew parts belng

1 by him in his

manufactu
hoeme works
Restoration w

shirt |_‘; hefore Fred's death

o Gth Movember 2004 reluctantly agree to place this tractor for

following his thres-yes sale, Inorder ta [inance the fnal windingiip

battle against canter, casts of the estate and lund the seElement

but not before she had of & claim mada by Sheila Dibnat unider the
BEC TV terms of the lnharance Act

featured in Fred

WSt el beltig the suteore [hst
sithen they ar thelr fatler would bale
wanterd, the five children hiope that the
sale will prove successhul and brling 2 linal
closure iowhat has beena very difficult
perned in theirlives.”

Fred [iboah MBE with is beloved Aveling
K Partanle Convortiile No. 7838, Use of
photegraph courtesy of Cheffins
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